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“The women were, by all odds, far 
worse rebels than the men, “wrote an 
observer during the Peninsula 
campaign. The home front and the war 
front were one. 
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Happy 2021! 

Did you know what a special group of ladies we are blessed to have in Mollie Moore Davis 217? These 
are just a few of our accomplishments so far despite the pandemic and political upheaval of our nation. 
You are amazing ladies! 
 
39 pillow case dresses made and donated to Samaritan’s Purse 
36 pillow case dresses made and donated to Mercy Ships in November 
500 Christmas cards distributed to the military from our chapter and Rip Ford Rangers CofC 
500+ canceled stamps sent to Arizona for use in military personnel rehab programs 
100+ pairs of socks donated for our current military 
Blessing Box donations totaling over $350  
Donations to the Watkins-Logan Veteran’s Home  

Remember the little things in life can make such a difference. Your contributions are a blessing to our 
chapter and others. Thank you for your continued support of MMD 217. 

Love, 
Patty Williams, President 

                                                             January 19th – Confederate Memorial Day in Texas 
 
“A person dies twice: once when they take their final breath, and later, the last time their name is 
spoken.”  (Anonymous) Take time to “Say the names!”  of your Confederate ancestors and their 
families in order to keep their memories alive.  

 

           Oakwood Cemetery 
         MMD 217 Confederate  

                                                              Memorial                        

 

Photo: 

Confederate 

Soldiers, 

1861 
Confederate volunteers 
posing for a Richmond, 

Virginia, photographer 
before the Battle of First 

Bull Run (or Manassas), 

July 1861. 

Newspaper Article: 
Date: Sunday, April 

25, 1954   
Paper: Dallas 

Morning News 

(Dallas, Texas) 

Page: 13   

 

 MMD 217 President’s Message 
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As you all know we are paying on average $25,000.00 per week for security.  Please share this 

new program with your Chapters to help Chapters and members get involved with supporting 
the building!  The guards are very excited that their picture is being shared with everyone!! 

 
Linda Edwards, President General UDC 2020-2022 

 

 UDC General News 

3 



                                                                                    

Volume 21, Issue 5 “Think, Love, Pray, Dare, Live” January 2021 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tami Hurley, President - Texas Division UDC 2020-2022 

 Texas Division Current News 
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TOGETHER WE STAND 

 

Excerpt from the 1913 speech by UDC President General, Mrs. Alexander B. White at the General 
Convention in New Orleans, LA.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Corsicana Daily Sun 
Wednesday, October 4, 1916 
Corsicana, Texas Page 6 
https://newspaperarchive.com/  

 UDC History 

5 

 

https://newspaperarchive.com/


                                                                                    

Volume 21, Issue 5 “Think, Love, Pray, Dare, Live” January 2021 

 
 
 

 

Hello MMD Ladies!! 
 
I am excited to see the beginning of a new year- especially 2021! This year is filled with the wonderful 
hope of regained health to family, friends and neighbors and a restoration of activities that we love!! I 
am so excited about the potential of 2021!!  
We did not sit down and become stagnant during 2020, we pivoted and continued to be busy fulfilling 
the objects of the UDC. From a Chapter perspective, we have an opportunity to keep the energy 
increasing through our 2021 UDC year. Our Chapter is extremely special!! As I travel and interact across 
the Division, I am reminded that our Chapter is amazing!!  
 
UDC Love,  
Tami 
 
PS Ohhhh.... insignia... Please ask the ladies that have ordered the new 100-year Chapter pin to show it 
to you!! It is beautiful!! I will have more order forms if you want to order one!! 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Hello daughters, 

I hated that I could not attend the December meeting, but the pictures were amazing and it looked like 
everyone enjoyed themselves! I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas, and that you were able to bring 
in the new year with loved ones.  

December was a slow month regarding chapter business, but things will change as we start the new 
year. Per capita will be due by the end of the month, as well as several of us attending forum in College 
Station. We will also begin taking registrations for our annual barbeque to be held in April.  

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the January Meeting! 

 

Michelle Threadgill 

MMD Treasurer 2020-2022 

 
 

 Chapter Current News 
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As we begin 2021, let’s be thinking about what we can do to help educate others about the War Between 
the States.  You would not be in this UDC organization if you were not interested in learning about your 
ancestors who served the South.  One of the best ways to educate is reading books which are related to 
that time frame.  Our president, Patty Williams, offers suggestions of books which help in our 
education.  These are great gift ideas so keep that in mind when your family wants to know what you 
may want for your birthday or other gift giving opportunities.  Another suggestion is your ancestor pins 
to be purchased so that it can be added to your ribbon.  Be proud of your ancestors and be glad to learn 
more about what they contributed and endured during that time.    

As we look forward to forum in January, we will gain the necessary updated information about the 
forms needed to complete applications for scholarships.  However, in the meantime, these forms are 
available on line for both Texas Division and General.  Even if we learn of changes at forum, they 
probably will not deviate much from what is already available on-line.  If you know of someone who 
wants to apply for scholarships, please furnish these forms to them.  Once completed, we will be glad to 
review them for processing.  For the Ora Mayfield Scholarship of our own chapter, the procedural forms 
are being updated.  As soon as that is complete, we will be offering them for view on our website.  

Susan Bradley Newman, 2nd Vice President  
 
 
 

 
 

 

Happy New Year to all!  It seems to be starting as a bit of left-over last year, but I am hoping and 
praying things will be better as the year progresses.    

I was given paperwork for one Military Service Award which hopefully will be given at our event in 
April.  This individual served our country during the Vietnam Conflict period and would be eligible for 
a National Defense Medal.  More information will be given as that time draws nearer. 

Please continue to remember our current military.  As the new administration comes in, there will be 
many changes for them.  They are so important for the security of our country and we should always be 
thankful for their service.  May God bless them always.   

Love to all, 

Paula Patterson, Recorder of Military Service Awards 
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With the current negative attitudes of some toward all things Confederate, it seems like a good time for 
us to read what one prominent member of the Texas Division had to say about the formation of the 
group. THE YEAR BOOK FOR TEXAS, 1901 records the words of the President of the Texas Division at 
that time- Mrs. Cone Johnson of Tyler. 
 
Eight years ago, the organization of the United Daughters of the Confederacy, Minerva-like, sprang into 
existence from the brain of that noble Southern woman, Mrs. M.C. Goodlett, Nashville, Tennessee. The 
harvest was ripe, the need of organized womanhood in the South was pressing. The time had come for 
the women to take up the work of vindicating Southern principles, of teaching the youth that they must 
demonstrate, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that the South was forced into the war, and fought for 
the preservation of guaranteed constitutional rights, and the North for the power to adapt 
the Constitution to its new doctrine and yet to maintain the Union." The objects of the organization are " 
historical, educational, memorial, benevolent, social to fulfill the duties of chivalry to the survivors of 
the war and those dependent on them; to collect and preserve the material for a truthful history of the 
war; to unite with the Confederate veterans in the determination that American history shall be 
properly taught in the public schools in the State; to protect places of historical interest; to record the 
part taken by Southern women; to honor the memory of those who fell in Confederate service; to erect 
monuments to the heroes of the Confederacy; to cherish ties of friendship among the members of the 
organization." A nobler purpose never drew good women together. This is a work of simple justice to 
the South, to which the Daughters are pledged by all the ties of a sacred past and all the hopes of a 
glorious future. 
 
Mrs. Cone Johnson was Eliza Sophia "Birdie” Robertson Johnson, a charter member of Mollie Moore 
Davis 217, and our second President. She also served as Secretary and Vice-President of the Texas 
Division and became President following the death of Mrs. Tobin in 1901. She was then elected 
President of Texas Division in 1902. She served as President of Mollie Moore Davis 217 from 1899 until 
1911. She died in 1926 and is buried in Rose Hill Cemetery in Tyler. The pictures below are of Birdie 
Johnson. 
Sarah Beene, Archivist 
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Dear Members: 
 
We made it through the celebrations of Christmas, the New Year and in my family, birthdays.  It seems 
time is passing faster until I have my 3 great granddaughters, then the day goes by slow because they 
are so active and I am slower.  This was the case yesterday with all the snow and school canceled.  It 
was fun watching them play most of the day in the snow and trying to keep them changed into dry 
clothes along the way.  The point I am trying to make is; watching the girls have fun, trying to keep 
them dry and warm without any electricity was challenging, but rewarding because they are mine and I 
love them.  Even though we have these challenging times, we keep pushing forward.  Everyone was 
talking about the year 2021 being better, but one cannot say what problems may lay ahead no matter 
what year it may be.  We still have the same issues in Washington, D.C., same issues with COVID19, 
and just problems in life.  As our members keep working to lift up our ancestors and the causes for 
which they believed, we continue to find roadblocks along the way.  We love them because they are 
ours, our family and we wish to honor their memory.   
 
We have members who are going through some very difficult times today.  Please keep Sarah Beene and 
her husband, John, in your prayers as John goes through treatments for cancer issues.  The Kidd family 
is facing health problems with Sam Kidd recovering from a stroke and Sherry Kidd’s medical concerns. 
Mary June Goodson is hopefully doing better after her back surgery, but she has suffered for a long time 
and prayer is the best medicine for all.  There are others in our chapter who are going through tough 
times, so it doesn’t hurt to say a prayer that I call, “Blanket prayer” to cover us all. 
 
Philippians 4:8 
Whatsoever things are TRUE, whatsoever things are HONEST, whatsoever things are JUST, whatsoever 
things are PURE, whatsoever things are LOVELY, whatsoever things are OF GOOD REPORT, if there be 
any virtue, if there by any praise, THINK ON THESE THINGS. 
 
God Bless, 
Paula Warren, Chaplain 
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Children of the Confederacy 

Almost one hundred and sixty years ago, the people of the Southern states did not want Abraham 
Lincoln as the President of the United States.  The Southern states decided to form their own country 
rather than be a part of the United States.  South Carolina was the first to secede (leave) the union, followed 
within a few months by Georgia, Mississippi, Texas, Florida, Alabama and Louisiana.  These states formed 
their own country called the Confederate States of America.  Jefferson Davis became President.  War 
began on April 12, 1861. 

 Children and everyone’s lives were impacted.  Children served in the army as soldiers even though 
they were supposed to be age 18.  Thousands of young boys from ages 13 to 17 fought in the war.  Many 
were killed or wounded in battle.  The youngest of the boy soldiers were messengers or drummers.  Boys 
as young as age 10 are on record as serving drummers during the war.  They served for communication 
on the battlefield.  Different drum rolls signaled different commands like “retreat” or “attack”.  Those 
who served as messengers were usually fast runners who could bravely run important battle messages 
from one commander to another. 

 The most famous of the boy soldiers during the Civil War was Johnny Clem 
who tried to join the Union Army at the age of nine, but was rejected because of 
his age and size.  He didn’t give up.  He followed along with the 22nd Michigan 
regiment until they adopted him as their drummer.  He officially joined the 
Union Army two years later at the age of 13.  He became famous when he shot a 
Confederate officer and escaped during a battle at Chickamauga, GA.  
Throughout the War, Johnny’s adventures and exploits became legendary.  He 
continued as a soldier after the war, rising to the rank of Brigadier General. He 
was the last veteran of the Civil War to retire from the U.S. Armed Forces in 1915.   

 Some children served in the camps where they might wash dishes, fix meals, 
and set up the camp when it moved.  These children were in less danger than 
soldiers on the front lines, but were often near them.  Historians estimate that as 
many as 20% of the soldiers who fought in the Civil war were under the age of 
18.  This is why the war is sometimes called “The Boys War.” 

 Children at home had to work extra hard and take on jobs of adults to help 
make ends meet.  They lived in fear that their father or brother may never return.  
Much of the fighting took place in the South, so if homes were near a battle, they 
heard gunfire and cannon noises through the night.  Soldiers might march pass 
their homes, returning home or on the way to a battle.  Children hoped the 
soldiers wouldn’t destroy their crops or their home. 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/civilwartimeline.php 

Karen B. Beavers, 3rd Vice-President 

  

Johnny Clem - Union 

Charles F. Mosby - 
Confederacy 

 Chapter Current News 
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 Historical Content 

 

 

https://www.npr.org/2020/12/21/948736896/virginia-removes-its-robert-e-lee-statue-from-u-s-capitol  

Patty Williams 

Statue of General Robert E. Lee 
Will be Erected by Virginia at the 

National Capitol 
Tucson Citizen 

Friday, May 15, 1903 
Tucson, AZ 
Vol:XXXVIII 

Issue:178 
Page: Page One 

https://www.genealogybank.com  

For more than 100 years, two statues 
representing Virginia have stood at the U.S. 
Capitol: one of George Washington and 
another of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee. 

Early Monday, December 21, 2020, the Lee 
statue was removed from the National 
Statuary Hall's collection. It's expected to be 
replaced by a statue honoring civil rights 
activist Barbara Johns. 
 

The Lee statue will be moved to the Virginia 
Museum of History and Culture in Richmond, 
according to the governor's office. 

Virginia Removes Its Robert E. 
Lee Statue from U.S. Capitol 

 

Historical Irony 

1903 and 2020 

https://www.npr.org/2020/12/21/948736896/virginia-removes-its-robert-e-lee-statue-from-u-s-capitol
https://www.genealogybank.com/
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With the uncertainty of 2021, we must listen to wise advice from the past. 
 
“When the going gets tough, the tough get going.” (John Thomas, coach of the Green Hornets football team)        
- Calm down and focus on what we need to do. 
 
What lies behind us and what lies ahead of us are tiny matters to what lies within us. (Ralph Waldo 
Emerson) – Keep things in perspective. 
 
 Most of the important things in the world have been accomplished by people who have kept on trying 
when there seemed to be no hope at all. (Dale Carnegie) – Never give up 
 
Our greatest glory is not in never falling, but in rising every time we fall. (Confucius) – Determination to 
carry on 
 
Promise me you’ll always remember: You’re braver than you believe, and stronger than you seem, and 
smarter than you think. (Christopher Robin to Pooh – A.A.Milne) – We already have the courage within us  
 
We as Southern ladies have the strength and wisdom of our amazing ancestors that came before us. We 
are a combination of all of the threads that helped them to persevere through wars, depressions, and 
times of trial. Let us continue to forge ahead during these trying times. This sounds like an important 
mission to me!  
 
Patty Williams, Editor  
 

 

Continue to remember those who are presently serving in active duty!  Send cards 

and other tokens of appreciation to them.  Jarrett, a Marine, is the grandson of 

Loretta Tomlin and Kaitlynd, Air Force Special Services, is a cousin Susan 

Newman.  Since they are both stationed state side (California and Alaska), postage 

is not extra.  Let’s continue to show our support to those who support us!          

 
Jarrett Frye 
211 Brooks St. #9000 
Unit 508 

                                       Oceanside CA 92051  
 
                                                       Burmaster, Kaitlynd 
                          7053 Chennault Ave Unit 1577 
                          JBER AFB 99506 
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Just a Reminder: 

For Use of First Assembly of God Church facilities 

Trash emptied and clean bags put in all trash cans 

Restrooms should be clean 

Any church dishes used should be washed, dried 

and put away 

Tables and chairs returned to their original 

arrangement 

Lights and heating/air should be turned off 

Left-over food and drinks should be removed from 

the church 

Any church linens should be washed, dried and put 

away 

Thank you for adhering to these guidelines. 

 

On the Lighter Side 

Answers: 2%, Gettysburg, Traveller  

Friendly Reminders for Meetings 

and Members 

1. UDC DRESS CODE for all meeting is 

Business/Church Attire. Never denim or 

jeans, t-shirts, or overly revealing tops. 

2. NO CELL PHONES “ON” at meetings. 

We must all remember our manners. 

3. NO SHARING of Mollie Moore Davis 

217 business information with anyone not 

in our chapter. Our Membership 

Information is PRIVATE and is not to be 

shared publicly or on social media. 

Information is solely used for Mollie Moore 

Davis 217 & UDC purposes. 

 Chapter Current News 
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Record of Service 2020-2021 
January 2021 

    

Benevolent   

Donations - Time/Talent (not church)   

Donation of Items and Value   

Monetary Donations   

Other Donations   

    

Confederate Flags   

Purchased (Any Item with Confederate flag)   

Confederate flags placed on graves by member   

Confederate flag Flown/Displayed by member (# of days)   

Other   

Heritage Preservation   

Letters/call/emails   

    

Randolph Relief/Real Daughters   

Cards to RR members (#) or ($)   

Cards to Real Daughters (#) or ($)   

Cards to UDC members   

    

Patriotic Activities   

Citizenship/Naturalization Hours or $   

US flag flown outside of home   

Services to active duty military (ex. care packages)   

Cards/letters to active duty military    

Any other patriotic activity   

    

Southern Literature  The literature and arts must relate to the South during 
the period of the Confederacy, either wartime or pre- and post-war years.    

Books read - Fiction, Non-Fiction, Poetry   

Southern books donated   

Textbooks Reviewed   

Texas or US (form available)   

   

UDC Meetings/Events   

Mollie Moore Davis Meetings/Events   

Other UDC chapter events   

UDC Conventions/Forums/Events   

    

Visits/Pictures Taken   

Monuments/Memorial Markers    

Confederate Sites   

    

Other Activities   

Hours of Genealogical research (personal or others)   

  

15 9 13 
14 17 
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Opinions expressed by individual 
writers are their own and do not 

necessarily reflect official positions 
of the organization. 
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Editor and Publisher 
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January 21  Chapter Business Meeting  
   10:00 AM  
   5309 Rhones Quarter Road, Tyler, Texas 
 

January 29-30      Texas Division Forum 
   College Station, TX 
 

 
February 18  Chapter Business Meeting  
   10:00 AM  
   5309 Rhones Quarter Road, Tyler, Texas 
 

    


